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A. BACKGROUND AND PROGRESS 

Marquette County adopted the original Marquette County Comprehensive Plan in 2005. In the 10 years since 
adoption, the County has advanced and completed a number of initiatives from that 2005 Plan. Major 
accomplishments include: 

Á Creation of the Marquette County Tourism Commission/Tourism and Visitors Bureau. Through the 2005 
comprehensive planning process, participants identified tourism as a key component of the Countyõs 
economy, and the County suggested that a group should be created to promote area tourism activities. 

The subsequent creation these two groups, which developed www.travelmarquettecounty.com and a 
tourism newsletter and magazine, has been integral in providing information about County amenities. 
This program is partially funded through a room tax, managed by the Tourism Commission. 

Á Increased County Efficiency. In 2005 Marquette County analyzed County space, facility, and equipment needs. 
This analysis enabled the County to 
prioritize capital spending across 
departments. To date, almost all of facility 
projects identified in 2005 have been 
completed, including building, structure, 
systems, and energy improvements to the 
Highway Departmentõs Montello, 
Westfield, and Neshkoro shops; 
construction of new buildings for the 
Countyõs Health and Human Services 
Departments; designation and construction 
of an information technology center; and 
several park and recreation improvements. 

Á Zoning Code Amendments. Through the 2005 
Comprehensive Plan, the County advised 
several amendments to its zoning code to improve development options and quality. In 2008, Marquette 
County amended the code to allow for a wider range of commercial and industrial uses, accommodate 
clustered residential development, and establish site design standards for non-residential land uses. 

Á Full Implementation of Private Sanitary System Maintenance Program. Improving water quality was a key directive 
of the 2005 Plan. Recognizing the correlation between malfunctioning septic systems and water quality, 
the Marquette County Zoning Department established a program to ensure that all septic systems within 
the County are on a regular maintenance program, ensuring that systems are not releasing untreated waste 
into ground or surface water. 

This 2015 update to the Marquette County Comprehensive Plan establishes a new work program and set of 
objectives for the County, while furthering the vision set forth in the original Plan. It is the Countyõs sincere 
hope that implementation of the updated Comprehensive Plan will be at least as successful as what was 
accomplished in the 10 year period since 2005 Plan adoption.  

  

http://www.travelmarquettecounty.com/
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B. PURPOSE OF THIS PLAN 

The purpose of the Marquette County Comprehensive Plan is to help guide decision-making by: 

Á Identifying areas appropriate for development and preservation over the next 20 years. 

Á Recommending types of land uses for specific areas in the County, guided by participating towns, 
villages, and the City. Local planned land use maps were brought together to form Marquette Countyõs 
planned land use map, presented on the following page and in Chapter Five: Land Use.  

Á Identifying needed transportation and community facilities to serve future land uses. 

Á Setting forth detailed strategies to grow Marquette Countyõs economy and increase quality of life. 

Á Providing detailed strategies to implement recommendations.  

This Plan was prepared under the State of Wisconsinõs comprehensive planning legislation contained in 
Section 66.1001 of Wisconsin Statutes. This Plan meets all statutory requirements of the State law. In 
accordance with Wisconsin Statutes, all zoning and subdivision ordinances and land use decisions undertaken 
by the County have to be consistent with this Plan, as it may be amended over time  

This Comprehensive Plan also contains an 
update to the 1982 Marquette County 
Farmland Preservation Plan, under 
Chapter 91 of Wisconsin Statutes. The 
farmland preservation component is 
intended to guide the Countyõs actions to 
preserve agricultural land and activity, 
particularly within those towns that chose 
to designate òfarmland preservation areasó 
over at least parts of the town area. As 
suggested by the graphic to the right, there 
is a significant amount of overlap between 
required comprehensive plan and farmland 
preservation plan elements, and under 
Chapter 91 the farmland preservation plan 
is supposed to be adopted as an element of 
county comprehensive plans. The required 
farmland preservation plan elements are mainly contained in the Agricultural Resources and Land Use 
chapters, but also extend into other chapters.  

Like in 2005, this updated Comprehensive Plan was prepared in cooperation with Marquette Countyõs towns, 
villages, and the City of Montello. Map 1: Jurisdictional Boundaries, shows the boundaries of all the 
communities and other jurisdictions in Marquette County. 
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Map 1: Jurisdictional Boundaries  
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C. PLANNING PROCESS OVERVIEW 

Marquette County, in cooperation with local units of government, conducted several public participation 
events to involve public officials and private citizens in the Comprehensive Plan update. The County Planning 
and Zoning Committee oversaw the general Plan update process, while an ad hoc Farmland Preservation 
Steering Committee guided the farmland preservation planning aspects. Involvement opportunities included: 

Á Countywide òQuadrantó Meetings. Two sets of meetings (six total) informed the public and local officials 
about the farmland preservation planning and comprehensive plan update projects, developed plan 
directions, and gathered feedback on preliminary plan policies. 

Á Local Government Meetings. County staff and consultants met with local governments individually discuss 
the Comprehensive Plan update, farmland preservation, and the relationship to local planning. This focused 
on updating town, village, and City planned land use maps for inclusion within this County Comprehensive 
Plan. A total of 23 meetings were conducted at the municipal level. 

Á County and Related Committee Meetings. Standing County committees and other countywide groups guide 
portions of the updated Comprehensive Plan that pertained to their roles. The Marquette County Highway 
Committee, Land and Water Conservation Committee, Economic Development Corporation, Tourism 
and Visitorõs Bureau, Tourism Commission, Planning and Zoning Committee, Farmland Preservation 
Steering Committee, Parks and Rural Planning Committee and Public Property Committee all held open 
meetings. 

Á Recommendation and Approval Meetings. The Planning and Zoning Committee in September 2015 
recommended this Plan to the State for certification under its farmland preservation program. Following 
such certification, on December 2, 2015, the Committee conducted a public hearing and recommended 
Plan approval to the County Board. On January 21, 2016, the County Board adopted this Comprehensive 
Plan. 

D. PLAN ORGANIZATION 

This Comprehensive Plan is organized into twelve chapters which roughly correspond with nine required 
plan elements under the Statutes.  

The first and last chapters differ in format from the rest. The first chapter (Issues and Opportunities) 
describes demographic and other trends affecting the County, forecasts future demographic change, describes 
the Countyõs assets, and puts forth key plan themes and opportunities. The final chapter (Implementation) 
provides recommendations, strategies, and timelines to ensure the implementation of this Plan, including the 
process for Plan amendments and updates. 

Each remaining chapter of  this Comprehensive Plan covers a different aspect of the Countyõs future growth, 
preservation, and change (e.g., land use, transportation). Each chapter includes a goal, objectives, policies, and 
programs which provide direction for the County Planning and Zoning Committee, County Board, County 
residents, and other interested groups and individuals to guide the future preservation and development of 
Marquette County over the next 20 years.  

Goals, objectives, policies and programs are defined below:  

Á Goals are broad statements that express general public priorities about how the County should approach 
development issues during the next 20+ years.  

Á Objectives are more specific than goals and are usually attainable through planning and implementation 
activities. The accomplishment of  an objective contributes to the fulfillment of  a goal.  

Á Policies are rules or courses of  action used to ensure plan implementation and to accomplish the goals 
and objectives. Policies are intended to be used by decision-makers on a day-to-day basis. 

Á Programs are specific projects or services that are advised to achieve plan goals, objectives, and policies. 
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E. OPPORTUNITIES AND KEY PLAN THEMES 

Successful implementation of this Comprehensive Plan depends on identifying and capitalizing on the Countyõs 
unique assets and opportunities. Marquette Countyõs opportunities are based on its regional position 
among growing urban areas, transportation and internet accessibility, abundant and unspoiled natural 
resources for recreation and relaxation, and the Countyõs unique cultural flavor and history. Key themes and 
directions within this Marquette County Comprehensive Plan include a program to attract and retain County 
residents; greater marketability of nature-, heritage-, agricultural and commercial-based tourist destinations; 
growth in traditional job and retail developments serving local and regional residents; and preservation of 
agricultural and natural areas.  

Building on these key themes and directions, the remaining pages of this Introduction and Summary chapter 
summarize the key recommendations from each chapter of the Comprehensive Plan. 

F. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

Several follow-up actions will be required for this Comprehensive Plan to become reality. These 
actions will require substantial cooperation with local governments and property owners before 
implementation. Other County government priorities may also affect the completion of recommended 
implementation actions in suggested timeframes. Key ònext stepsó following plan adoption include: 

Á In cooperation with the towns, amend the Countyõs zoning ordinance and maps to incorporate a State 
certified farmland preservation zoning district. 

Á Support the Tri-County Economic Development Corporation in implementing a coordinated economic 
development strategy 

Á Implement a program to attract and retain young professionals  

Á Identify County service and budgetary priorities through a strategic planning process 

Á Adopt a capital improvement program to address County facility needs over time 

Á Follow a consistent process to amend and update this Plan as future needs require 
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Natural Resources  

Á Protect environmental corridors, which are made up 
of wetlands, floodplains, and steep slopes 

Á Protect and enhance surface and groundwater quality 
and quantity through a variety of basic initiatives 

Á Support sustainable agricultural and woodland 
management 

Á Continue to promote tourism and economic 
development related to natural resources, including 
the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Water Trail 

Á When new development is proposed, assure that 
natural features are identified by requiring a site 
assessment 

Á Continue to proactively plan for and address natural 
hazard events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Resources  

Á Protect known archeological and historic sites 

Á Promote heritage tourism, including the Barn 
Quilts and Hidden History Murals Trail, the 
John Muir Neighborhood and Nature and 
History Route, the Veterans Memorial Route, 
the Marquette County Historical Society 
Museum and historical buildings, and J.P. 
Vaughn Hall exhibits and events 

Á Identify and protect the character of areas with 
unique scenic, cultural, or historic value 

 
 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































