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A.

BACKGROUND AND PROGRESS

Marquette County adopted the origMakrquette County Comprehenisi20Btn the 10 years since
adoption the @unty has advanced and completed a number of inifietiaeiat 200%lanMajor
accomplishments include:

A

Creation of the Marquette County Tourism Commission/Tourism anthvigitird HRUPEDS.

comprehensive planning process, participantsidéni ed t ouri sm as a key comp
economy, and the County suggested that a group should be created to promote area tourism activities.
The subsequent creation these two groups, which dewalopdchvelmarguettecounty.coamnd a

tourism newsletter and magazine, has been integral in providing information about County amenities.

This program is partially funded through a room tax, managed by the Tourism Commission.

Increased Cokffigiency 2005 Marquette County analyzed County space, facility, and equipment needs.
This analysis enabled the County to
prioritize capital spending across
departments. To date, almost all of facili
projects identified in 2005 have been
completedincluding building, structure,
systems, and energy improvements to t
Hi ghway Department
Westfield, and Neshkoro shops;
construction of new buildings for the
Countyds Health an
Departments; designation and construct
of an iformation technology center; and
several park and recreation improveme

Zoning Code Amendnibrasigh the 2005 -
Comprehensive PlarCounty advised -
several amendments to its zoning code to improve development options and quality. In 2008, Marquette
County amended the code to allow for a wider range of commercial and industrial uses, accommodate
clustered residential development, and establish site design standardssidental land uses.

Full Implementation of Private Sanitary Systete Maigteimaoroving water quality was a key directive

of the 200%lanRecognizing the correlation between malfunctioning septic systems and water quality,

the Marquette County Zoning Department established a program to ensure that all septidtagstems wi

the County are on a regular maintenance program, ensuring that systems are not releasing untreated waste
into ground or surface water.

This 2015 update to tharquette County Comprehensstaliistiees a new work program and set of

objectives fothe County, while furthering the vision setforthintheorRjemal |1t i s t he County
hope that implementation of the upda@etnprehensivevilebe at least as successful as what was

accomplished in the 10 year period sinceRlafadgtion.
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B. PURPOSE OF THIBLAN

The purpose of thilarquette County Comprehenisive Fédm guide decisiomaking by:

Identifying areas appropriate for development anghpaien over the next 20 years.

Recommending types of land uses for specific areas in the County, gaideiplging towns,

villages, and the Cityocal planned land use maps wesadht togethetof or m Mar quet t e Cou
planned land use mapesented on the following pageiar@dhapteFive Land Use

Identifying needed transportation and communitititectb serve future land uses.
Setting forth detailed strategies to grow Mar que
Providing detailed strategies to implemematmmendations.

> >

T >

ThisPlarwas prepared undertBd at e of Wi sconsinds comprehensive p
Section 66.1001 of Wisconsin Statutd@is Plarmeets all statutory requirements ofhee lawlin

accordance with Wisconsin Statutes, all zoning and subdivision ordinances and land ugedbdstagiems

by the County have to be consistent withPRtaig as it may be amended over time

ThisComprehensivediancontainan
update to the 198Marquette County
Farmland Preservation Planunder
Chapter 91 of Wisconsin Statute$he
farmland preservation component is
intended to guide
preserve agricultural land and activity,
particularly within those towns that chos
todes gnate of ar ml anc

State required
10-year updates
Forward-looking

Guide zoning

Comprehensive Plan
Up|d UOHDAIRS214 PUbjuwiID

over at least parts of the town area. As Agriculture
suggested by the graphic to the right, th Economic
is a significant amount of overlap betwe development
required comprehensive plan and farmilz FPP part of CP

preservation plan elements, and under
Chapter 91the farmland preservation pla
is supposed to be adopted as an eleme
county comprehensive plans. The requii ..
farmland preservation plan elements are mainly contained in the Agricultural Resources and Land Use
chapters, but also extend into other whap

Like in 2005, this updated Comprehensi vetowRd, an was
villages, and the City of MontelloMap 1: Jurisdictional Boundaries, shows the boundaries of all the
communities and other jurisdictions indydette County.
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Map 1: Jurisdictional Boundaries
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C. PLANNING PROCESYOVERVIEW

Marquette County, in cooperation with local ohigevernment, conductedveral public participat
events tanvolvepublic officiés and private citizens in emprehensivelpldate The County Planning
and Zoning Committee oversaw the gedaalipdate process, while an ad hoc Farmland Preservation
Steering Committee guided the farmland preservatiampglaspectsnvolvement opportunities included:

A Countywi de 0 Qu aetsofanedtingsix tbeakknfoimedthe public and local officials
about the farmland preservation planning and comprehensive plan update projeas ptievelop
directionsand gathedfeedback on preliminary plan policies.

A Local Government Me€tingsy staff and consultants met with local governments individually discuss
the Comprehensiveupldate farmland peservationand the relationship to IbgdanningThis focused
on updating town, village, and City planned land use maps for inclusion witbimtigfSomprehensive
Plan A total of 23 meetings were conducted at the municipal level.

A County and Related Committee 8edingsCountyanmitteesand other countywide groups guide
portions of the updatgdomprehensivetRédmpertained ttheir rolesThe Marquette County Highway
Committee, Land and Water Conservation Committee, Economic Development Corporation, Tourism
and Vi s iufTourigmsCorBmissiaRianning andoning Committed;armland Preservation
Steering Committearks and Rural Planning Committee and Public Property Comlftigempen
meetings.

A Recommendation and Approval MeRiagsing andoning Committeeé September 2015
recommended thRlarto the State for certification under its farmland preservation préghaming
such certification, on Decembe2@]15the Committee conductadpublic hearing and recommended
Plarapproval to the County Boa€h January 21, 201t6e County Board adopted t@ismprehensive
Plan

D. PLAN ORGANIZATION

This Comprehensivei®taganized intotwelve chapterswhich roughly correspond with nine required
plan elementsunder the Statutes

The first and last chapteiffet in format from the resthe first chapter (Issues and Opportunities)

describes demographic and other trends affecting the County, forecasts future demographic change, describes
the Countyds assets, and putTkefihabchaptér (Ipiementatiorg n t hem
provides recommendations, strategies, and timelines to ensure the implementaRtamofdhiding the

procesgor Plaramendments angdates.

Eachremaininghapter of thi€omprehensivedelars a differentaspc t of t he Countyds f
preservation, and change (e.g., land use, transportation). Each chapter goalalgectives, policies, and

programs whicprovide direction fothe CountyPlanning andoning Committee, County Boarau@ty

residats, and other interested groups and indivitlugisde the future preservation and development of

Marquette County over the next 20 years.

Goals, objectives, policies and programs are defined below:
A Goalsare broad statements that express general public priorities about how the County should approach
development isges during the next 20+ years.

Objectivesare more specific than goals and are usually attainable through planning and implementation
activites. The accomplishment of an objective contributes to the fulfillment of a goal.

Policiesare rules or courses of action used to ensure plan implementation and to atite gdilsh
and objectivesoRcies are intended to be used by deaisakers om dayto-day basis.

Programsarespecific projects or services that are advised to achieve plan goals, objectives, and policies.

> >

>\
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E. OPPORTUNITIES ANKEY PLAN THEMES

Successful implementation of tB@mprehensived@jpends on identifying and capitalisimheCount y 6 s
unique assets and opportunitiesMa r q u e t t eppo@unities arey based iBIregional position

among growing urban ardeansportatiorand interneaccessibility, abundamd unspoiledatural

resources for recreation and relaraiod he Count yds uni qu eKeyxthemmgsandal f | a
directions within thislarquette County Comprehensigli@®arprogram to attract and retain County
residentsgyreater marketability of natuteeritage agriculturahnd commaeiatbased tourist destinations;

growth in traditional job and retail developmentaigeiogal and regional resideatsipreservation of

agriculturaand natural areas

Building on these key themes and directions, the remaining pages of thisdnteosdLSummary chapter
summarize the key recommendations from each chapteCofhthbechensive Plan

F. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Severdollow-up actions will be required for thisComprehensive Plano become reality These

actions will require substantial aragion with local governments and property owners before

implementation. Other County government priorities may also affect the completion of recommended
implementation actions in suggested timefrérey,. 0 next stepsdé6 following pla

A Incooperation with thetownane nd t he Count yds ztoimorpogte aStalei nanc e
certified farmland preservation zoning district.

Support thdri-CountyEconomic Development Corporation in implementing a coordinated economic
development stiagy

Implementa program to attract and retain yopirmjessionals

Identify County service and budgetary priorities through a strategic planning process

Adopt a capital improvement program to address County facility needs over time

Follow a consistent press to amend and update Btésas future needs require

>\

I I I
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Natural Resources

AProtect environmental corridors, which are made
of wetlandsfloodplains, and steep slopes

AProtect and enhance surface and groundwater q
and quantity througd varietyf basic initiatives

ASupport sustainable agtiaral and woodland
management

AContinue to promote tourism and economic
development related to natural resources, includif
the FoxWisconsin Heritage Water Trail

AWhen new development is proposed, assure thail
natural features are identifigdrequiring a site
assessment

AContinue to proactively plan for and address natt
hazarcevents

Cultural Resources

AProtect known archeological and historic sit

APromote heritage tourism, including the Bar
Quilts and Hidden History Murals Trail, the
John Muir Neighborhood and Nature and
History Route, the Veterans Memorial Routt
the Marquette County Historical Society
Museum and historical buildings, and J.P.
Vaughn Hall exhibits and events

Aldentify and prtect the character of areas wil
unique scenic, cultural, or historic value

November 2015 PAGE 9

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































